
2022 TREASURE HUNT CONFERENCE BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 

 

 
The Importance of Literacy Among Young Black Men 
 
Eldorado will discuss the grim statistics regarding the lack of competent literacy 
among black males. He will incorporate strategies that will inspire our young men 
to read beyond social media. Eldorado will also give parents access to relevant 
curriculum and allow for a space to explore best practices when dealing with a 
non-responsive reader. 
 
 
Eldorado Anderson 
The Guild 
Maryland 

 

 
Increasing Your Voice in Creative Ways 
 
Ruben will discuss how social media may be used to magnify the voices of black 
male students. TikTok, Instagram, and Clubhouse are creative ways of getting the 
message across to a new audience. 
 
 
Ruben Arana 
Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University and Worship! Word! Art! 
Florida 
 

 

 
Advance Your Swagger: Working Successfully with Urban Students 
 
Landon will review and discuss best practices related to culturally relevant 
pedagogy in diverse classroom environments, focusing on African American 
males. Opportunities will be provided for participants to reflect and engage in 
dialogue centered on excellence. Resources for school improvement efforts of 
turnaround schools/districts will be shared. 
 
 
Dr. Landon Brown 
National Heritage Academies 
Louisiana 

  
How to Establish a School Wide Restorative Practice Based Behavior 
Management System 
 
Sean will take educators through a step-by-step process for establishing a 
behavior management system. 
 
 
Sean Fisher 
The Fisher Educational Consulting Group 
Michigan 

 



 

 

 
Breaking The Education Code: From Negro to Black 
 
This presentation comprises the best practices and strategies Larue implemented 
as an instructional leader. In education, we are in the Kairos moment. It’s time for 
us to understand the need for diversity in education and how our curriculum 
should reflect the different learning styles. If we create a learning environment that 
reflects the belief that all scholars can learn and be successful, we will genuinely 
allow scholars to become college and career ready. 
 

 
Larue Fitch 
Chicago Public Schools 
Illinois 

 

 
 
Overcoming Being a Statistic 
 
Jerome will take you on a personal journey of how one little boy grew up to defy 
all odds, become a professional educator, and hopefully inspire others to do the 
same. 
 
 
Jerome Huff 
Georgia 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Does Education Want Black Men in the Classroom? 
 
The school environment needs black men in the school community, but many feel 
like their full contribution is not wanted. Bresean will help black males in education 
navigate these challenges while providing an educational change in their 
communities. 
 
 
Bresean Jenkins 
DC Public Schools 
Washington, D.C.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Does My Amplification Offend You?: How to Amplify Who You are Without 
Raising Your Volume 
 
Robert will discuss three research-based strategies on amplifying the purpose of 
black males in education.  
 
     1. Realize that you are the least important person in the classroom. 
     2. Lead by example.  
     3. Express your R.O.I. (Return on Investment). 
 

 
Robert Johnson 
DeKalb County Schools 
Georgia  



 

 
Decolonize The Classroom: Utilizing the Black Male Voice 
 
Jordan will show how he utilizes black male voices from Malcolm X, Huey 
Newton, Tupac Shakur, and other Hip-Hop artists to educate and inspire school-
aged black males. 
 
 
Jordan McGowan 
Neighbor Program 
California 

 

 
Don't Tell Me What to Read!: Helping Our Boys Find Books that They Love 
 

What happens when our black boys don't see themselves represented in the 
available literature? What can educators and caregivers do to connect our boys to 
books that capture and inspire them? In this session, Michael will give strategies 
for learning what kinds of books school-aged black males will love, how to get 
those books into their hands, and ways to encourage the most reluctant readers. 
Participants will leave with resources, including a list of the most engaging books 
for black boys. 
 
Michael Ray 
Purpose Built Schools Atlanta 
Georgia 

 

 
Are You an All-Pro? 
 
James will share inspiration, encouragement, and strategies for being a 
successful student both in and out of school. Participants will engage in dialogue, 
tips for developing a plan, and accountability. James will also empower us to help 
school-aged black males discover their strengths, be driven, and apply discipline. 
 
 
James Rayford 
Gwinnett County Public Schools 
Georgia 

 

 
Brothers With Drones 
 
Tony will discuss the need to get more black males involved and educated in 
drone technology, from entrepreneurship to development. 
 
 
Tony Reid 
Drone Cadets 
New York 



 

 
Teachers, Where are You?: Motivating the Disengaged Male 
 
Participants will learn different approaches for dealing with African American male 
students in order to help them be successful in school. 
 
 
Marques Stewart 
Finish Strong Educational Innovations 
Georgia 
 
Ronnie Belle 
Washington 
 

 

 
Ethnic Identity and Its Relationship to the Academic Achievement of African 
American Adolescent Males 
 
Rodney will share information on ethnic identity and how it impacts the academic 
achievement of African American males. The rich information and discussion will 
provide information that will help each participant add to his/her individual toolkit 
for growth. 
 
 
Dr. Rodney Swanson 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated 
Georgia 

 

 
Fatherhood: The Key to Generational Sustainability in Families 
 
The father is the foundation of the family structure. It is essential to understand 
that fatherhood is a generational responsibility because every choice a man 
makes affects the next generation. Christopher will delve into this topic with his 
participants. 
 
 
Christopher Weaver 
Emory University 
Georgia  

 

 
Creating and Sustaining Reading Attitudes in Black Males 
 
Desmond blends the best of science and reading pedagogy and culturally relevant 
content to support black male reading. He will discuss the science of reading and 
the teaching of phonics and phonemic awareness. However, this alone will not 
ensure high reading aptitude for black males. Reading attitudes (how children feel 
about text) impact reading quality. Desmond will explore creating and building 
reading attitudes to ensure academic success. (This session caters to K-8 
educators and parents). 
 
Desmond Williams 
Nylinka School Solutions 
Washington, DC 

 


