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Utilizing Visual Arts to Boost Black Male Learners 
 
This creative session explores how visual arts can foster emotional healing, social and 
emotional growth, and academic skills of black male learners. Ruben will model how painting 
and drawing specifically can help unlock the potential of black males. 
 
 
Ruben Arana 
Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University and Worship! Word! Art! 
Florida 
 
 
 

 
 

Changing the Narrative 
 
Events all around consistently remind us of the unique opposition and challenges that affect 
black males. Casey will expound on those issues and reveal strategies to overcome them. 
 
 
Casey Bacon, Sr. 
Greater Love Missionary Full Gospel Baptist Church,  
Ohio 
 
 
 
 

 
Level Up 
 
Did you know that most black male learners smile to keep from crying? We can get a better 
understanding of 'them' when we hear their side of the story. With his vast experience as the 
director of a life-changing academy that is an alternative to prison, Gary will tell us how to level 
up our support of black male learners by listening. 
 
 
Gary Davis 
Next Level Up Boys Academy 
Georgia 
 
 
 

 
From Remedial to Remarkable 
 
Diijon will draw from his experience to share the challenges he faced as a black male learner 
and reveal the not-so-typical resources he needed from teachers to keep him on track.  
 
 
Diijon DaCosta 
DeKalb School Board of Education 
Georgia 
 
 
 
 



Are We Borrowing Broken Strategies? 
 
This summer's heart cry of our nation was undeniable. For years, educators reaped the strange 
fruit of injustices as students and families struggle under the weight of broken and inequitable 
communities. We've seen political changes, police reform, and other signals of a listening 
society, but are our students any better off in this revolutionary time in American history? From 
how we question students to how we view the value and purpose of discipline, are we 
intentional about uplifting precious but vulnerable students? Or are we continuing patterns 
learned from a broken and prejudiced society? Let DeSean lead you to the answers. 
 
DeSean Dyson 
The Redeemer’s School 
Mississippi 

 
 

Breaking the Education Code 
 
It is time to thoroughly understand and adequately acknowledge the need for diversity in 
education. We talk about diversity, but are we intentional about implementing best practices that 
reflect the backgrounds of our students? As an instructional leader, Larue will share practical 
strategies that he has used to accommodate black males' learning styles. Public education is 
the cornerstone of democracy. Suppose we create a learning environment that reflects the 
belief that all scholars, especially black males, can thrive and become college and career ready. 
Larue will help us do just that. 
 
Larue Fitch 
LM Fitch Consultants 
Illinois 

 
 

You Are More Than Enough. Know Your Worth. 
 
As a result of microaggression and discrimination, numerous 
black male learners wrestle with insecurities. Imposter syndrome 
is real. As students at GaTech and Purdue University, imposter 
syndrome has been challenging for Edward and Tyler. During this 
session, they will share social and emotional strategies to 
empower black males and relay ways to build their self-
confidence. Additionally, participants will engage in an affirmation 
activity that they can facilitate with their students. 
 
Edward Freeman, Georgia Institute of Technology, Georgia 
Tyler Lamar, Purdue University, Indiana 

 
 

Life as Black Studentpreneurs 
 
We must teach black male learners how to be masters of finance 
and entrepreneurs. Edward and Tyler are students at Georgia 
Tech and Purdue University, respectively, who will reveal 
personal strategies to launch a business and create multiple 
streams of income. They will talk about their experiences and 
share practical tips from their journey. 
 
 
Edward Freeman, Georgia Institute of Technology, Georgia 
Tyler Lamar, Purdue University, Indiana 
 

 
 
 



You Good, Bro?: A Talk on Mental Health 
 
Mental health and black males is a taboo subject. Avoidance is 
causing numerous black males to suffer in silence without 
strategies to cope with depression and anxiety. We have to 
create an open dialogue and teach procedures to deal with 
issues surrounding mental health. Edward and Tyler will share 
strategies and resources to alleviate black males’ mental health 
issues such as depression and anxiety. Additionally, there will be 
a focus on self-care tips for black males. 
 
Edward Freeman, Georgia Institute of Technology, Georgia 
Tyler Lamar, Purdue University, Indiana 

 
 

The Hidden Pandemic: Protecting and Supporting Students of Parental Incarceration 
 
In the past fifty years, the incarceration rate has increased intensely. While it is not shocking 
that prisons have an adverse bearing on those restricted within their walls, the inmates are not 
the only ones impacted. Frequently, we overlook the students who are carrying the burden of 
incarcerated loved ones. Numerous students are facing the pandemic of parental incarceration, 
for which there is no vaccine. This session will focus on treatment that will alleviate its effect. 
Additionally, as a survivor of parental incarceration, Steven will share his story and its impact on 
his time as a student and current role as an educator. 
 
Steven Gupton 
Durham Public Schools 
North Carolina 

 
 

Their Unseen Potential: Recognizing the Potential in African American Males 
 
Marcus will the discuss learning styles, communication skills, and methods for ensuring that 
all black male learners reach their full potential. 
 
 
Dr. Marcus Jackson 
Calcasieu Parish School Board 
Louisiana 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Readers Are Leaders: Overcoming the Stigma Around Boys and Books 
 
As Dr. Seuss stated, "The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you 
learn, the more places you'll go." Unfortunately, numerous black male learners do not like to 
read and are consequently building their glass ceiling. Robert will present data showing the gap 
of reading interest and comprehension levels between black males and black females. 
Additionally, participants will receive strategies to raise the reading interest levels and 
comprehension of black males. Lastly, Robert will highlight prominent black males who read to 
enhance their intellect, educational performance, careers, and community. 
 
Robert Johnson 
DeKalb County Schools 
Georgia 

 
 
 



I Became a Man Without One 
 
It is no secret that black male learners grow up disproportionately without fathers or father 
figures. Frank will address the lack of fatherhood and its mental, physical, and spiritual impact. 
Moreover, he will communicate the mindset necessary to break the cycle for generations to 
follow. 
 
 
Frank Luke 
Frank Luke Ministries 
Georgia 
 
 

 
 

The Next Education 
From his perspective as a superintendent, Steven will share what education can be in the future 
if we take courageous and actionable steps. 
 
 
Steven McGhee 
City of Harper Woods School District 
Michigan 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Decolonize the Classroom 
 
Jordan will focus on ways to decolonize the classroom as well as define and illustrate radical 
teaching. He will also focus on the Black Panther Party's fifth point, which calls for the people's 
true education. Jordan believes the education system is the single most racist system in the 
country, and for liberation, we must intentionally educate black students with an abolitionist 
framework. A radical education alone can address the issues facing the community. 
 
 
Jordan McGowan 
Twin Rivers Unified School District and Sacramento Neighbor Program 
California 
 

 
 
Transforming School Culture to Restore the Dignity of Black Males 
 
Jovan is a turnaround principal who has seen impressive gains in student achievement, morale, 
and social and emotional learning. He will share the innovative but practical strategies employed 
to reconstruct his school's practices to rebuild the dignity of his black male learners. 
 
 
Jovan Miles 
Purpose Built Schools of Atlanta 
Georgia 
 
 
 

 
 
 



You Are ">": How Schools Fail Our Black Male Learners 
 
Sean will deconstruct the myths aligned with deficit thinking, disproportionately impacting black 
male learners. Attendees will understand the negative stereotypes perpetuated in classrooms 
and ways to overcome those challenges to help black male learners achieve their full potential. 
 
 
Sean Miller 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
Virginia 
 
 
 

 
 

Establishing Impactful Relationships with Black Male Learners 
 
Are you looking to building impactful relationships with black male learners? Yusuf will share 
how authenticity, trust, connection, and self-knowledge are the foundation. 
 
Yusuf Muhammad 
Purpose Built Schools of Atlanta 
Georgia 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Circumventing the Prison System & Moving Straight to Success 
 
Duncan will discuss the devastation of mass incarceration and ways to avoid and overcome 
being in the prison system. 
 
 
Captain Duncan Quarless 
Douglas County Schools 
Georgia 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Strategic Thinking to Empower Our Black Male Learners' Self-Efficacy 
 
Nelson will take participants on a deep dive into building a process for black male learners to 
think critically, use social and emotional support skills, and realize a historical background of 
why they have the power to persevere and overcome any setback. 
 
 
Nelson Render 
Clayton County Schools 
Georgia 



 

We Are the Village  
 
Community support and connectivity are essential. Damon will provide examples of and 
strategies for building an impactful community for black male learners. He will highlight past and 
present community engagement examples and share how to prepare for sustainable community 
engagement in the future. It takes impenetrable villages to raise black male learners. Join Damon 
to learn how to build and be the support systems they need. 
 
 
Damon Ross 
Higher Ed and Independent School Sector, Greater Philadelphia Region 
Pennsylvania 
 

 
 

The Impact of Abortion on Black Males 
 
Since the 1973 decisions of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, the African-American population 
has experienced a 40% reduction. In the U.S., black women have disproportionately more 
abortions than women of other races. We cannot deny abortion’s negative impact on 
relationships between black women and men. Brian has provided post-abortion healing and 
counseling sessions for black males overlooked and ignored when their significant other 
underwent the life-altering procedure. This session will inform, sensitize, and offer resources and 
action steps for black males who struggle with the aftermath of abortion. 
 
Brian Walker 
Pro-Life Action Ministries 
Minnesota 
 

 
Parenting Black Male Learners in the 21st Century 
 
While sharing his experience growing up as a black male learner in the inner city, Christopher 
will expound on why the father is the leader and the foundation of the family structure. 
 
 
Christopher Weaver 
Emory University 
Georgia 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                              MODERATORS 

 

Dr. Clay Hunter 
Gwinnett County Schools 

Georgia 

Anthony Llewellyn 
Kendal Alexander Media  

Virginia 

John Nwosu 
Think D.I.F., LLC 

Georgia 

Everage Thomas, III 
New Generation Church 

Alabama 

Antonio Carson 
New Generation Church 

Alabama 


